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Technology and Terrorism
The use of technology and the internet in executing terrorist attacks has rapidly grown over the years. Technology has increased, and as such, there is no universal instrument that is specifically addressing the pervasive facets of terrorist activities as far as using technology is concerned. Terrorists also use technology to recruit, finance, and train to commit cruel acts of terrorism (Haddow, Bullock & Coppola, 2017). Also, terrorists and terrorists’ organizations use technology to plan and execute acts of terrorism through the release of bombs. The use and access of chemicals which are used in the making of explosives has enabled improvised explosive devices to become prominent. In this case, terrorists can increase the firing power hence weakening the target since the chemicals affect a large area. Terrorists do not have to be present in the time of execution. Technology has allowed terrorists to discover the use of automobiles in making of car bombs which are planted on the ground or near target buildings or vehicles (Haddow et al., 2017). Again, technology has allowed the use of rocket and mortar attacks, which are one of the most common ways that terrorists to attack. Terrorists widely prefer this method since it weakens the enemy because the destruction is severe and unbearable. For example, the Islamic jihad in Palestine launched rocket and mortar attacks in Israel hence killing a lot of innocent lives. 
One of the Homeland security challenges related to terrorist’s use of technology to plan and execute acts of terrorism is the pressure to cope up with advanced technologies. Technology is getting more sophisticated every day, almost in all aspects of life. According to Kaplan (2009), terrorists have widely utilized new technology in the planning, training and execution of attacks regardless of the area the target is situated. Homeland security has experienced difficulties in trying to cope up with the ever-rising levels of technology. Therefore, Homeland security should focus on improving their technical knowledge and skills to be in a pole position to counter all forms of terrorism. Another homeland security challenge is lack of funds to conduct research and investigations which may be vital in countering terrorism. Since terrorism has become a global threat, more funds, which are not available, are needed. 
In addition, Homeland security officials should initiate complex software programs which cannot be hacked to prevent terrorists from accessing critical information before they launch severe attacks. They should also cooperate with the internet servers, protocols and companies to ensure that any messages or information sent between terrorists is tracked before it gets viral. According to Yen (2004), policies should also be implemented to ensure that homeland security department has enough funds and resources to counter-terrorism. Hence, equipping the department with resources will strengthen and expand its efforts to combat terrorism.
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